178             AT TEE    THESE     MANY     QUESTS
The Eighth Army, sometimes inspired by the Anier had indulged in an orgy of signposting. Many of the n were admonitions to careful driving, and the overt trucks in the ditches were evidence of the need. Other; designed to keep "rubber-necking'1 visitors away Cassino. For instance, "Nosey Parkers endanger lives out, you!" and "Is your journey really necessary?'1 Others dealt, with a wide variety of subjects and had facetious gentlemen an opportunity, as "(»ei up them ,s but bring back that salvage," or "(Jreta Skcet Wai Give you Esposi'/ione!" (this relating lo an anti-m exhibition), or "Don't, be a lousy son of a gun, use I Powder."
As we approached nearer to Cassino and the steep, 1 hills, crowned with shell-shattered medieval villages, < in on the road, the notices grew nmre ominous, as l" No beyond this point." Finally we turned oil' the main hig and wound through liquid mud up a track. Heck said to (lie mountain village of (Vrxaro, from where we > get our best view of Cassino. We were now in the foi gun era. As we /.i«.!-/aggcd up we came constant lv upoi emplacements, and <>n rounding a sharp corner \ occasionally be nearly frightened out of our wits bv a vi< ringing explosion from some half hidden srmui. The sii orchestra was tunin;' up. "(»i\in?f them a bit of s( remarked Heck nonchalantly ;t phra-.e v> Iypical of V,\\ and the Army that we adopted it. The mo«.| violent bardmeni was "dlivin.'r "em a bit of -.lick," oecusio varied with the expression "a -Junk."
We were making for the headquarter, of 7sth Div wliieli al this time was huhiirif' the Cavonn '.eefor. Pres a military policeman advised u •-. I ha I ue could lake th< no farther and must ,"« on foot. \\C !< ft the vehicle IK a crumbling wall, for lVr\ar«i had been badh -.ma'.he by our artillery, a in! \\ e ennt inuetl in ehml< on fool, I p; to the crest of a rise and ioiind itiv .elf Nianis" apprehms al a notice which -.aid, blunt 1\, "\'<>u are nou under ei observation. Don't loiter and don't lira Jooi."
I   was   most   anxious   to   follow   this   advice   and   lo
f'tirt ivi.lv   -if    H,.».!.-     ,t!,,,  v,...,.....l   .,,.»;.....!........1-1       i      '•>altese pattern, being noticeably fewer than our own. wasr-a driuureh our cake and then when we felt we bad reached that er moment when you begin to outstay your \vi lemnc we our "Thank yous" and departed.erformers.   Our two artists were, I believe, the
